
A Few Words on the Readings 
 

Isaiah 64.1-9.       The people of Israel ask God to come to their aid, to tear open the 
heavens, an image reflected in that of the end of time when Christ will come in a cloud 
with great glory. Isaiah points to sin standing in the way of a true relationship with God. 
He shows that repentance is the only route back to God as is a recognition that we are his 
people, the work of his hand. This is a good starting point for all of us as we use this 
Advent season to prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming. 
 
1 Corinthians 1.3–9.      Paul greets the Church in Corinth, a church which he founded. 
Corinth was a Greek city and a port, open to diverse cultures and pagan religions, but also 
part of the Roman empire and influenced by the Roman way of living. The new Christian 
community struggled to maintain a Christian way of life and reports of their problems 
reached Paul who addresses this letter to them. In these first lines of his letter he gives  
thanks God for their faith and urges them to keep Christ at the centre of their lives as they 
wait for Christ’s second coming. This same message is also for us today on this Advent 
Sunday:  live in fellowship with Christ.  
 
Mark 13.24-end.             Jesus speaks of his second coming and gives his listeners the signs 
which will announce it. He gives the example of the fig tree whose branches and leaves 
announce the coming of summer. We cannot know the date and time of his coming, but 
we must be ready. Jesus tells us to remain awake and watchful, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come. During this time of Advent let us 
therefore keep alert and make ourselves ready for the Lord’s service. 
 

 

Radio & TV   NEW   
 

Sunday : Sunday  Worship on Radio 4 at 8-10 am 
10-30am BBC1 Sunday Worship: A service for Advent Sunday from Brecon Cathedral 
Songs of Praise BBC 1 at 12.20 pm.  
Sunday 3pm Radio 3  A service for Advent with Carols Live from St John’s College, 
Cambridge  
Choral Evensong  Wednesday at 3-30pm on BBC Radio 3  
The Daily Service (15 minutes on weekdays) at 9h45 on BBC Radio 4 long wave.  
 

Opportunities for worship and other resources 
 
Church of England : Weekly online Sunday Worship service at 9 am on 

www.churchofengland.org  
 

Sheffield Cathedral : Sunday Service at 10-30am live streamed on Facebook and You Tube 
see website www.sheffieldcathedral.org. Also Eucharist Tuesdays -Saturdays 9-30am.   
 
 

http://www.churchofengland.org/
http://www.sheffieldcathedral.org/


Rotherham Minister : 
 www.rotherhamminster.co.uk 
Use the link above for Sunday Worship by YouTube at 10.30 am. 
The Minster is open for private prayers  on Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays 11.00-13.00.  
Advent Sunday at 4-30pm They will be streaming a live Advent Carol service from St. Paul’s 
Church, containing readings and hymns on the themes of light and hope, to mark the 
beginning of this important season of the year. Live on Rotherham Minster FaceBook and 
later posted on YouTube. 
 
YORK Minster  ( www.yorkminster.org ) on Advent Sunday via  YouTube channel : 

11am: Sunday Eucharist service: The service will include a special sermon by the Revd 

Maggie McLean, our Canon Missioner, as part of a series of weekly Advent Sermons from 

the cathedral’s clergy under the theme Messages of Hope 

4pm: ‘Looking for the Light’ - A Sequence of Music and Readings for Advent Sunday: A 

simple reflective service led by the Songmen and Choral Scholars of York Minster 

Choir journeying through the season’s themes of watching and waiting in anticipation of 

the light that is coming into the world. There will also be a special Advent sermon from 

Revd Michael Smith, our Canon Pastor. 

 

http://www.rotherhamminster.co.uk/
http://www.yorkminster.org/
https://yorkminster.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff050ff5337c101561c2d0c7a&id=b30fea85da&e=2b36e14a78

